
BACKGROUND 
The Beus Center for Law and Society 
(BCLS) is now a six-story, 260,000 
square foot, state-of-the-art law school 
holding the Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law at Arizona State 
University, as well as several other 
legal organizations. The design intent 
for the building space included using 
form and function to connect students, 
visitors and the general public. In 
addition to construction goals like 
staying on schedule and within budget, 
the BCLS would utilize the building 
structure itself to invite connections 
and accessibility for those interested in 
the law, and connect the many services 
and resources available through ASU 
and other BCLS partners. 

For the University, the facility needed 
to be located in the heart of Phoenix, 
making it easier for students to 
network with the professional world 
downtown, alumni and other legal 
experts, as well as prospective 
employers. To reinforce ASU’s 
interdisciplinary approach to 
education, space would include a think 
tank and serve as both a law school 
and as a place for the general public to 
learn more about the role of justice in 
society. 

“The Arizona Center for Law and 
Society has been designed, at every 
stage, to engage and educate the 
public about the positive role that law 
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plays in everyday lives,” ASU Law Douglas 
J. Sylvester said to The Architect ’s 
Newspaper.

CHALLENGES 
In terms of the building envelope, Kovach 
was presented with several unique 
challenges throughout the design and 
construction of the facade. According to 
James Hatch, VP of Preconstruction, some 
of those included: 

• Durability: the building had to 
be clad with a stone façade that 
would last at least 100 years in the 
Arizona heat

• Challenging location: in the heart 
of downtown, the job site was 
crowded and space was extremely 
limited causing logistical concerns

• Schedule: A massive undertaking, 
the project had a very aggressive 
schedule

• Locally-sourced materials: finished 
product was to enhance the 
University’s reputation and expand 
the skyline of Phoenix in a beautiful 
and unique way

• Complex scope: local stone, 
architectural fins and glazing to 
be combined – work that normally 
required four trades 

• Sustainability: design should 
reduce energy consumption vs. a 
baseline building through the use 
of a “protective skin” performing 
as a shading device, wrapping all of 
the exterior surfaces of the building 
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SOLUTION 
Kovach proposed a solution centralized around a unitized façade system. 
Using this method would eliminate multiple tradesmen including stud 
framers, sheeting and waterproofing, masonry and glazing. Allowing 
design freedom, this method allowed the custom engineering of a wall 
panel system that married several products covered by a single water 
tightness warranty, while meeting all code requirements. 

In addition to saving schedule time, the unitized solution would 
ultimately contribute to the efficiency of the building shell. Because the 
Kovach system was fabricated and assembled in-house at its 
headquarters, the end product was highly controlled. According to Hatch, 
“each panel had a 60-point checklist to ensure all components were 
fabricated to specifications.”
Normally, the weight of the stone and the attachment methods of 
traditional 2-1/4-inch thick material would have prevented the system 
from being unitized. Kovach eliminated weight by using locally-sourced 
products from an Arizona quarry and cutting down the stone to 1-inch 
thick. This process eliminated 60% of the weight and even proved to be 
less expensive. 
Since a traditional kerf attachment method could not be used on the 
thinner stone, Kovach engineered a frame that attached to the mullions. 
A concealed anchor system secured the 1-inch stone to the frame per 
code requirements without creating compression points that could crack 
the stone.
A stone rainscreen combined with an already-tested insulated metal 
panel into the glazing frames of a unitized curtainwall system created the 
components of the new system. The insulated metal panel eliminated the 
need for waterproof, fire, sheathing and insulation testing. Additionally, 
the aluminum skin would not break down under UV light, allowing the 
stone to have 1/8-inch joints that did not require grouting. The stone 
framing bracket was designed to allow for varying angles of installation. 
All of the glazing was installed on the same plane, while the stone could 
be designed in a saw tooth pattern. The male-female joinery of the 
unitized panels allowed the designer the freedom to alternate between 
slot glass and stone panels, as well as incorporate architectural fins on 
the East and West elevations of the building. The fins, fabricated using 
Kovabond®, Kovach’s proprietary ACM line, not only provided critical 
shade from the sweltering Arizona sun but also contributed to the 
building’s striking façade.       
Installation was safer and required a smaller crew and a smaller staging 
area. The twelve to eight-man crew on site was able to crane the panels 
from the ground directly to the building, virtually eliminating the need 
for scaffolding. This not only greatly reduced the risk of injury on the job 
site and maximized manpower, but it provided much-needed space for 
the congested job site.
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RESULTS
Not just a building, the new physical facility reflects the ongoing shift 
in educational philosophy happening on the ASU campus. The outside 
of the law school now reflects the progressive model for legal 
education. Open to the public, the building creates an inviting space 
for interaction and collaboration. Looking a bit more high tech than a 
University campus, it serves as a physical manifestation of the school’s 
philosophy towards openness and engagement and invites the public 
inside.
In May 2020, the Beus Center for Law and Society, received LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) GOLD certification, 
four years after building completion. LEED is an internationally 
recognized green building certification system, providing third-party 
verification that a building was designed and built using strategies 
aimed at improving performance across the following metrics: energy 
savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor 
environmental quality, and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to 
their impacts. Part of this achievement including the design and 
configuration of the building façade, made out of sandstone and 
double or triple-paned low energy windows to reduce solar heat gain.
• 

“EVERYONE THAT HAS SEEN 
IT IS HAPPY WITH THE WAY IT 
LOOKS,” SAYS GREG CLAWSON, 
AIA, SENIOR ASSOCIATE AT 
ENNEAD ARCHITECTS LLP IN 
NEW YORK. “ THE ANGLED STONE 
DOES TWO THINGS. IT PROVIDES 
SOLAR CONTROL AND IT GIVES 
A VARIATION TO THE SURFACE 
OF THE BUILDING. IT LOOKS 
TERRIFIC.”


